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FIVE MINUTES AGO, KIONAPED BY OR. CARL MAPPICKS, THE BEAST HAS 


AS THE BEAST, HOVERED 
ON THE BRINK OF CEATH. 


XY, 


XN 


Ye 


VAVA AVE’ 
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AY ALREADY THE MUTANT 15 
DISPLAYING SIGNS OF HOPEFULLY, 
CELLULAR REGRESSION. BY THEN, HE'LL 

I'LL NEED TO ANALYZE j 
TISSUE SAMPLES 
‘ FOR EVIDENCE OF 
y MU GENETIC RECODING 


; \ WHILE HE 
f \ RECOVERS! 


| Pe “A 2 DO YOU STILL HAVE A MENTAL 


‘e LINK ON THE MAN I INTRODUCED 
ae 4 YOU TO YESTERDAY ? 
<A S ARTHUR -- 
PO GE YOU FMM | THe more Boy 
FATHER! NODS HIS MIS- 
: SHAPENED HEAD 
IM | AFF/RMATIVELY. 


THERE 1S ONE 
MATTER IT MUST 
ATTEND TO, THOUGH. 
I MUST INSURE THAT MY 
SCHEME REMAINS UNDIS- 
COVERED! NOTHING MUST 
IMPEDE MY PROGRESS 
tE IT AM TO CURE ARTHUR-- 


EXCELLENT! THEN, WOULD 
YOU PLEASE PROJECT 


YOUR MINOSCAN FOR FATHER VERY GOOD, 
TO SEE? __ | | ARTHUR, NOW, 


SHOW FATHER 
EVERYTHING THAT} 
TRANSPIRED WHILE 

I WAS CONDUCTING 
MY EXPERIMENT! | 


det 
Ne 


TFG 


YOU DON'T WANT THEM 

TO HURT YOUR KITTY, 

LOCK THE BAO MAN! \F HE TALKS TO DO YOUZ 

THOSE PEOPLE, THEY'LL COME HERE 

AND }URT US-- AND PERHAPS 
EVEN LITTLE MUFFIN: 


THE BOY, AGAIN, 
NODS 'N THE 
AFFIRMATIVE, 


Q & : 

¢ KG THE MUTANT- 

SAN CHILD SHAKES 

HIS HEAD, NO. 

AT THAT MOMENT, [N A NEARBY OKAY, MISTER, WE \ 

SUBURB OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA-- KNOW THAT YOU'RE 
THE ONE THAT KIO- 
NAPED THE BEAST. 

SO START TALKING! 


FATHER NEEDS TIME TO COMPLETE 

HIS EXPERIMENTS ! MAINTAIN MIND- 

LOCK, FOR Ae AS POSSIBLE, 
IN? 


NSE ESEGIN TO GLOW |e 
EMM L/KE TWIN SUNS! 


Ts ae | | ea 


DON'T JERK ME AROUND, ONE- EYE! PGOR HANK: HE 
YOU GUYS AIN'T COPS! WHAT ARE YA | | MIGHT NOT EVEN 
GONNA DO--TURN ME IN? FAT CHANCE! BE ALIVE AT THIS 
(F YA WANT THE BLUE FUR- BALL, P| | POINT! AND [IF HE 
YOU'RE GONNA MAKE A DEAL! MY | | 1S,OUR ONLY HOPE 
FREEDOM FOR YER FRIEND! DIG? } OF SAVING HIM IS 
= TO BARGAIN WITH 
/ THIS EVIL MUTANT, 
WE DON'T EVEN 
KNOW {F OUR 
X- FACTOR 
IDENTITIES 
HAVE BEEN 
JEOPARDIZED! 


MEANWHILE, THE DEBATE 
CONTINUES BETWEEN 
THE FORMER X-MEN. 


ANGEL-- ICEMAN -- - JE.,, ER -- MARVEL GIRL? I UNDERSTAND, I KNOW, BUT 
IF WE'RE TO RescuE oa Cla HEL. | | I KNOW THAT THIS DOESN'T CYCLOPS, BUT L THE BEAST’S 
THE BEAST, I DON'T TELLTHE TRUTH? SIT WELL WITH YOU, BUT I'M DON’T LIKE LIFE |S AT 
THINK WE HAVE A i AFRAID WE'RE GOING TO 4 ITs STAKE. 
LOT OF ALTERNA- / HANE TO BARGAIN WITH \ 
TIves! Koon TOWER! HE'S OUR 
ONLY HOPE! 


CAN'T TURN HIM OVER 
TO THE AUTHORITIES 
WITHOUT BLOWING 
OUR X-FACTOR 
COVER, CAN WE? 


ALL RIGHT, TOWER ! YOU'VE HE'S GONNA USE HIM : 
GOT YOUR DEAL! START FOR SOME KINDA I'M NOT SURE. 
TALKING! ANO (F YOU'RE EXPERIMENT AT HE APPEARS 
LYING, NOTHING ON EARTH THE... ARHHH... ( TO BE IN SOME 


4 WILL SAVE YOU FROM ME. 


OKAY-- THERE'S 
THIS SCIENTIST - 
WHO USED TO = a | BOY, THIS 


ii ‘ 
WORK WITH MCCOY! Las, Se 1S STARTIN' 
HE HIRED ME TO : U/ GE ON TO GET REAL 
TCH IM: MX. \ 4\i 
4 L 4) iN ~ \ 
é \ \ 


SORT OF STASIS! 


WEIRD! 


WANTING TO APPEASE AIS FATHER'S 


BACK AT RYAN LABS, PR. MAPDICKS CONTINUE THE MINDLOCK, 

AURRIEDLY BEGINS THE NEXT PHASE ARTHUR! DON'T LET THE WISHES, THE LITTLE MUTANT 

OF HIS DESPERATE EXPERIMENT BAD MAN BREAK FREE. STRUGGLES TO MAINTAIN HIS HOLD 
ON HIS PARALYZED VICTIM. 


WHILE -- YOU CAN DO IT, SON! 


THIS 1S THE FINAL AS THE BEAST 'S SICKENING 
INJECTION, MCCOY! \ SCREAMS OF AGONY FILL THE AIR, 
SOON IT WILL BE I\\ Z THE DOCTOR'S SON FINDS 1T MORE 
ALL Over! 2 ANO MORE OISTURBING, UNTIL ~~ 
EXHAUSTED, THE 
BOY SLUMPS TO 
THE COLD, TILE 
FLOOR. WHILE A 
at DISTANCE 


WHAT'S GOING 
EVERYONE -- 
ON? CAN YOU 
STAND READY! yy SPEAKY Li 


BE PREPARED 
FOR ANYTHING! 


TOWER! ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT? 


THE GUY YER LOOKIN’ FOR 15 DR, CARL MADDICKS. HE RUNS 
A TOP-SECRET RESEARCH LAB AT RYAN BIO-CHEMICAL 
AND HE'S GOT YER BOY DOWN IN THE BASEMENT COM- 
PLEX. YOU CAN TRY TA BUST YER BUDOY OUTTA DAT HIGH- 
SECURITY FACILITY BUT IF YA THINK YER Bupo0Y'S 

STILL IN ONE PIECE... 


sc WeateS 
- BLASTED 
KIDIT KNOW IT COME ON, MAN! 
--THE LIL’ TELL US WHAT ff 
FREAK! i 


HAD ENOUGH! 
L JUST WANT # 
our! 


SHUT UP! I OUGHT TO 
BLOW YOU AWAY WHERE 
YOU STAND! BUT, A DEAL 


NO SWEAT, 
GOGGLE- 
HEAD. 


JUST GET OUT OF MY SIGHT, PUNK. 


YOU'RE A MUTANT, JUST LIKE US. 
I KNOW YOU'RE TOO SCARED TO BE 


1S A DEAL! JUST GET 
OUT OF HERE AND 
PRAY OUR PATHS 
NEVER CROSS AGAIN! 


--YOU'VE GOT 
TO BE FREAKIN’ 
KIDDIN'! 
HA! HA! HA! 


TOWER, WAIT! HEAR ME 
OUT, I'VE SOMETHING 
TO SAY TO YOU! 


NICE TRY, JEAN, BUT THAT KIND 
HASN'T ANY PRINCIPLES! 


SCOTT, I KNOW I WAS 
BEING \OEALISTIC BUT..- 


DON'T APOLOGIZE, 
JEAN! WHAT YOU 
ESPOUSED 15 WHAT 

X- FACTOR 1S ALL 


TIMES 
WASTING, 

CYKE! WHAT'S 
THE PLAN? 


YOU HAVE A DUTY.--AN OBLIGATION 
see TO USE THOSE POWERS TO HELP 
YOUR OWN KIND! IF YOU'D ONLY TURN 
AWAY FROM YOUR MERCENARY BE- 
HAVIOR, WE COULD WORK TOGETHER 
TO AID ALL MUTANTKIND! WE COULD 
HELP YOU. JOIN US AND MAKE 
AMENDS FOR We WRONGS YOU 


WE FIND THIS LAB AND RESCUE 
MCCOY-- EVEN IF (T MEANS THE 
END OF X-FACTOR ! 


ON THE BANKS OF THE HUDSON RIVER '7 18 A SECRET THAT /§ SHARED 
IN NEW YORK CITY, STANDS THE HEAO- BY A SELECT FEW. 
QUARTERS OF X-FACTOR, INC. 70 THE ro ‘, 
OUTSIDE WORLD, /7/§ THE BASE OF | MR, HODGE... 
OPERATIONS FOR AN ORGANZAT/ON { : 
DEDICATED TO REMOVING THE MUTANT 

MENACE FROM SOCIETY! 


Ay CAMERON, YOU'RE 
BUT 70 (TS MEMBERS, (7 18 / X-FACTOR'S ADMINI- 
THE CLANDESTINE MEANS TO / STRATOR! YOU MUST 
LOCATE AND PROVIDE HELP TO Wy HAVE SOME WORD | 
THEIR OWN KIND--MUTANTKINO! fy ON THEIR PROG - 
f RESS IN FINDING 
HANK? 


SSSESS 


SSNS 


i S| 


| 


I KNOW HOW YOU MUST FEEL, VERA. VLG), \\“ 33 I FEEL IT'S SAFE TO ASSUME X 
WARREN'S TOLD ME THAT YOU AND HANK \e2eebgeseeees mS THAT OUR FRIENDS ARE ON THE 
HAVE BEEN VERY CLOSE FOR QUITE \"\WBRe39 } $3 RIGHT TRACK. OTHERWISE, p 
SOME TIME. I ASSURE YOU, IF I HAD SOR : Sy THEY WOULD HAVE REPORTED 
ANY INFORMATION, YOU'D BE THE ES SIE < 3 
FIRST TO KNOW! YZ Se | SEES WS\, PATIENT, VERA! ; 
/ : IF _n THEY'LL FIND MECOYH 


OF COURSE! IT'S SUST 
THAT L FEEL SO HELPLESS-- 
JUST WAITING HOUR AFTER 

HOUR! 


OTHER BUSINESS 
TO ATTEND To. 


SENATOR THOMPSON, } LIKEWISE! L ONLY WISH THAT THE I'VE AGREED TO HELP WARREN BECAUSE I 
IT'S A GREAT HONOR CIRCUMSTANCES WERE NOT SO WAS A GOOP FRIEND OF HIS FATHER'S AND 
TO FINALLY MEET GRAVE. MY COMING HERE (S NOT WITH THE MUTANT 
FACE-TO-FACE ! CAUSE ... 


REALIZE IF OF YOU REALIZE 
‘Tals were || THAT X-FAdCTOR 
TO LEAK MAY BE VOING 
ini MORE HARM 

\ THAN GOOD 7 


REST 
ASSURED. 
YOUR SEAT 
WITH THE 
SENATE 
COMMITTEE 
ON MUTANT 


MEANWHILE, THE COMATOSE | 


HANK M‘COY RECEIVES A FOR ARTHUR MADDICKS, 

SILENT V/S/TOR. THE DESIRE TO UNDER- 
STANO 1S STRONGER 
THAN HIS FATHER'S 
COMMAND THAT HE 
NEVER ENTER HIS 
PRIVATE LABORATORY. 


an 
EX 


AG ESS 1a Sa 


= hl 


y a 
Yzin cm i HT Wears NERA 


AT FIRST, LIKE A BROOK, THE MEMO- 


SAR WS. 


3 


LEAGUES FLOW GENTLY THROUGH THE 


YOUNG MUTANTS MIND. THEN, 
SUDDENLY-~- 77 SURGES WITH THE 


VIOLENCE OF RAGING 
RAPIO$S LINTIL THE BOY 
CAN ENDURE NO MORES 
THE MINOLINK BREAKS { 


AT THAT MOMENT, OUTSIDE 
THE RYAN &/0-CHEMICAL 
COMPOUND... 


I SCOUTED TWO POSSIBLE 
ENTRANCES TO THE FACILITY 
DURING MY FLY-BY! ONE'S 
ON THE ROOF AND THE 
OTHER IS THE SOUTH SER- 
VICE DOOR. BOTH LOOK 
UNGUARDED. & 


= 


wy AZ 


7] 


A GNARLED LITTLE HAND 

REACHES OUT TO TOUCH 

THE GANDAGED PRISONER, 
THEN « «+ 


THE BOY'S EYES Fitl WITH 
RIES OF FRIENDS, LOVERS ANO COL- TEARS. FOR MCCOY -- OR 
HS FATHER, HE (S NOT 


CAE 


a 
Coa hes 62, 


\ 


WE'LL STAND A BETTER CHANCE IF 
WE SPLIT INTO TWO TEAMS. IT'S 

{MPERATIVE THAT ONE TEAM MAKES 
IT TO THE SUB- BASEMENT LAB AND 
BRINGS HANK OUT! 


SCOTT, WHAT (F YOU'RE 
WRONG AND TOWER WAS 
LYING? WE'RE GOING TO 
BREAK INTO A TOP-SECRET, 
HEAVILY- GUARDED INSTALLA- 
TION! OO YOU KNOW HOW 
MANY PROBLEMS THAT 

COULD CREATE? 


REACH THE SOUTH FACE OF THE COMPLEX 


CRIPES! IT'S 
ELECTRIFIED! 
I GUESS I'LL 
WHIP UP AN 
ICE BRIDGE 


HOLY--! HER POWER 


MOMENTS LATER, ICEMAN AND MARVEL GIRL ov 
ONLY TO FINO... 


WARREN, WE'RE RENEGADE 

MUTANTS ! HOW MUCH MORE 

TROUBLE COULD WE 
GET INTO? 


{S FANTASTIC! 


See ae eae 


LF 


GOOD POINT! 
LET'S FLY! 


IT WOULD TAKE HOURS 
TO MELT! SOMEONE MIGHT 
SPOT IT. I'LL GET US 

iNSIDE... 


SEANNIE, YOUR TELEKINESIS 


YOU DION'T EVEN BREAK THE 
CONNECTIONS | “i 


RKB ST 
Wecerececec®, 


"QUIET, BOBBY. LET © 
ME LOWER THIS BACK 


x 


DOWN! I NEEO TO [i= 


CONCENTRATE! 6 


MEET 
YOU AT THE 


RENDEZVOUS 


\S SURE HANDY TO HAVE AROUND! 


HIGH ABOVE THE |L4 THERES THE DOOR, “ SCOTT, I JUST d WELL You'Re % 
WARREN! BRING US \> 1 REALIZED THAT \ RY GOING TO HAVE \ 


Sg 


LY. gb y “WARREN WORTH- AHARD TIME \ 
ee Z Y INGTON ENTERPRISES" EXPLAINING ALL 4 
Ta , B HOLDS MAJOR STOCK OF THIS AT THE | 
WN ZGe 1s THis company: 1a; BOARD OF DIREC- , 

=~ Vee J 1 7 W TORS’ MEETING, , 

| Wee . an y dH \ THAT'S FOR , 


WHY, MR.SUMMERS, 
I DO BELIEVE 

YOU'RE DEVELOPING , 
A SENSE OF 


ee 

MITCH, L'VE JUST PICKED UP BAEK ON THE ROOT... 

UNAUTHORIZED PERSONNEL : 

TOPSIDE! YOU'D BETTER aS 

NOTIFY CHIEF VALLENCOURT GOING ON WITH YOU 
AND GET A TEAM UP THERE! AND MADELYNE? T 

MEAN... HAVE YOU 
EXPLAINED TO HER 

ABOUT EVERYTHING 
THAT'S GOING ON? f 


YOU'RE RIGHT. YOUR 
TIMING'S LOUSY/ LET ME 
HAVE A LOOK AT THIS LOCK! 


HEY, SCOTT! I'M YOUR FRIEND. _— 
I JUST WANTED TO KNOW i SHE'S MOVED 
WHAT'S GOING ON! OuT! 


I TRIED TO CALL 
MADELYNE--T 
WANTED TO TALK- 


: 


t 
pee reiotth SRP «+ PIECE O'CAKE? 


7 Vy 
Cairne ) Kc Since Sen. 
AFTER WE FIND HANK ! a “ ENCE tf I TOLD YOU 
: Wi, di THAT I'M A MAJOR 
; STOCKHOLDER IN 
YOU LEAD I'LL N 
FOLLOW, SCOTT! 
SO FAR THIS HAS 


y i 
\ ES Wi da 
ANO, AT THE OUTER PERIMETER THIS 15 GONNA i QD pts HOLD IT, (CEMAN! 
OF THE RYAN FACILITY. -- { BE A PIECE O' DM) ZZ DON'T MOVE! LOOK 
™ 


4 \ CAKE! LET'S GE OVER TO YOUR LEFT. 
ae + LY, ; : 


sf 
Ne =e ~ 4 


t 
¢ SO WHY DIDN'T YOU SS. 
\ JUST FLOAT UP OVER ,- = 
3 
4° JUST HOLD ON AND I'LL ac 
, LEVITATE US ACROSS 


THE GROUNDS! # 


- 


| P Vi 
"'GROUNO 
SENSORS, 
BOBBY! IF WE 
WALK THROUGH 
THE COMPOUND, 
THE VIBRATIONS 
OF OUR FOOT- 
STEPS WILL SET 

THEM OFF!“ 


DON'T WORRY ABOUT YOUR KITTY-- 
WE'LL BRING HIM WITH US, ARTHUR! 
‘ IT'S JUST THAT WE NEED TO LEAVE 
WELL DONE, SON! KEEP SCANNING 4 THIS PLACE SO I CAN COMPLETE 
THEIR PROGRESS WHILE FATHER MY EXPERIMENTS UNDISTURBED! 
GATHERS THE REST OF HIS F I HOPE YOU UNDERSTAND, SON, 


OREB-LIKE EYES FIX TO HIS FATHER. OF THE EXPERIMENT LEFT. I'M 
ON THE COMATOSE y AFRAID WE CAN'T LET HIM GO 


THE YOUNG MUTANTS --RETURN QUESTIONINGLY WELL, THERE'S ONE FINAL PHASE 
MCOY, THEN-- JUST YET! CONTINUE YOUR 


he ws . wan SCANS, ARTHUR. 


SS 


- ! 
7 THEN, WE'LL 
4 HAVE Airs USE 
ELECTRONIC } ALTERNATE 
Kt Lock MECHA- 1 PLAN“ B! WON'T 
NISM FAR TOO | WE? LEAVE THIS 
COMPLICATED 4, TO THE ICEMAN, 
FOR ME TO q MARVELOUS 


L < ; ; = te 
GATE Wi, \ cuenca: | | (ibe oY 
0 i 
‘ “ oa tt BS y. _| epeemeamemel 2 


¢ ULL TELL YA--THIS 
115 THE ONLY WAY 
NTO TRAVEL! 


ny, 


=< aera | 


« COLD TO THES 


\ _ OF THE DOOR.. 


7-9, 
UJ 


4 
v 


« BY APPLYING EXTREME 
ae 


DOCTOR ORDERED! + 
ty a 
“NOW, PRETTY * 
LADY, GIVE IT 
, ALITTLE t 
i TELEKINETIC 
PUSH AND-- 
q 


1. T THINK WE HAVE ¥ 
SUST WHAT T 


ae 


So see 
So eee 


— 


LOCATE THE 
ALARM $0 T 
CAN TELEKI- 
NETICALLY 

NEUTRALIZE IT. 


UX YT WRERZ 
ee 5 


ANGEL! GET GOING AND 
FIND THE BEAST! I'LL 
HOLD THEM OFF AS 


A 
LONG AS POSSIBLE! 
NO TIME FO! 


i~ 
Y REGRETS, JCEMAN! 
LET'S JUST FIND 


THIS ELEVATOR 


LOOKS LIKE WHAT 
WE WANT, CYKE! €& Z 


DEFINITELY 
WHAT WE WANT! 


Y'KNOW, I SENSE A BIT 
OF ANTI- MUTANT HOSTILITY 
AROUND HERE ! > 


SECONDS P) 
LATER... 


Y ENOUGH WITH 
THE WISECRACKS 
AND GET THOSE 
DOORS CLOSED, 
WARREN! EVERY 
SECOND 15 VITAL! 


MR-VALLENCOURT! 
UNIT ONE REPORTS THE 
INTRUDERS HAVE ESCAPED 
(INTO ACCESS SHAFT FOUR, 
SIR! WE HAVE TWO MORE 
INTRUDERS IN CORRIDOR 
SEV 


) EN! 


GAS! ANGEL... 


THE DOORS SLAM SHUT, 
ANO THE ELEVATOR WHEW! T CAN'T 
BEGINS 17S DESCENT TO BELIEVE WE MADE 
THE LOWER LEVELS / IT THIS FAR! 
= NOT BAD! 


DON'T KID YOURSELF! 
WE'VE ONLY BOUGHT 
OURSELVES A FEW MINUTES. 
I ONLY HOPE THIS ALL ISN'T 

IN VAIN! 


THEY'RE HEADING FOR THE TOP 
SECURITY LABS. DISPATCH UNIT 
TWO TO INTERCEPT IN CORRIDOR 
SEVEN! CUT POWER TO SHAFT 
FOUR AND IMPLEMENT"PLAN Z? 
I WANT THOSE MUTIES OUTTA 
COMMISSION, NOW! 


i 
Gace |_| 1 3 KOFFE SECONDS! FE 
MANEUVER S1X! a = = ‘ HANG ON! 
F | Bucs? 


CYKE! WE'VE 
; te STOPPED! 
Y J. 
7 ANY 
I WAS a || 
AFRAIO OF : 
THIS! THERE'S = 
NO TIME TO 
LOSE! WE'VE 
GOT To-- 


ICEMAN -- GET THE a, 
DOORS OPEN! I'LL HOLD ae | 
THEM OFF! 


NO ELEVATOR 


{S WHAT'S 
WRONG! THE 
ENTIRE SYSTEM 
IS SHUT DOWN! 


Wy 0 Y 
wi ie y— 


WY, 


BIG DEAL! | 
Hey! A 


! ARE 
YOU NUTS 7 


wt 


WE DON'T 

NEED ONE! 

q{ Se 
Tyo yl 
Ay 2 5 


THEY DON'T CALL BACK ON THE fo WE'LL FIND THAT NL 

ME MARVEL GIRL FOR YLPEPER LEVEL -- W- WHAT DO AFTER WE STOP 

NOTHING! ONE TELE- L YOU SUPPOSE THEM, WON'T WE, 

KINETIC ELEVATOR, 2) THOSE MUTIES MATHEWS? 7 
AT YOUR SERVICE, [ 


MR. DRAKE! ——— | 
| HOLD THEM! 
Ke —— ‘| 


CHIEF, THE SHAFT 
SYSTEM HAS BEEN 


LEVEL! IT'LL TAKE 
A TIME TO BYPASS! 


OUR JOB {5 TO PROTECT ee er eeRe, 

THE TOP eee PROJECTS eS Rink Gea . 
fel -- AND i 

OOWN THERE-- AND THAT ; FIRST TO ARRIVE! 


HOLY...! WHAT ae 
HAPPENED HERE?! 1 SHHHH! NS 
, SOMEONE'S 
! COMING! GET L& 
{ READY TO 
ATTACK! 4 
y gf 


— 


AS THETWO ROUND THE | WI MARVEL GIRL! THANK / 
CORNER BATTLE-READY-- GOODNESS YOu'RE Be Ae ee 
BOTT ; : 
WHAT'S THE DEAL, 


a n 


THIS DOOR TO THE 


SECURITY LAB 15 
IMPENETRABLE. 
{T'S STRONG ENOUGH 
TO RESIST MY MOST 


POWERFUL OPTIC 
BLASTS. 


WHAT 
CAN WE DO? 


ARTHUR, GO 
WAIT IN THE 
ESCAPE TUNNEL ! 
NO ONE MUST 
KNOW ABOUT 


YOU OR WHAT 
I'VE BEEN DOING 
DOWN HERE! 


A- ARTHUR... I KNOW IT 
DOESN'T SEEM R-RIGHT-- 
THE THINGS I'VE DONE-- 
B-BUT WHAT I'VE DONE-- 


--(T'S ALL BEEN 

FOR YOU! T WANT 
YOu TO BE MY 
NORMAL LITTLE BOY, 
LIKE YOU USED TO BE. 
YOUR MOTHER WOULD 
HAVE UNDERSTOOD 


L'VE GOT AN IDEA-- BUT 
(T'S GOING TO TAKE ALL 
MY POWER TO ACCCMPLISH! 
THE DOOR MIGHT BE TOO 
STRONG, BUT THE WALL...! 

STANO BACK, EVERYONE! 


ARTHUR! OBEY ME ARTHUR GESTURES TO THE COMATOSE FORM 
THIS (INSTANT! YOU OF HANK MCCOY, HIS EYES PLEADING FOR 
DON'T UNDERSTAND THIS MAONESS TO ENO, 
k WHAT'S AT STAKE 
HERE! 


PLEASE, SON-- 
COME WITH ME, 
NOW! (TLL ALL 
BE OVER SOON! 
PLEASE? 


a 


gi 


i 
e 


a 


{\ 


hy 


My A 


‘y 


A, 
y a 
Z- 


WWW 
} ,) 


eH 


Po 


THE BEAST, MADDICKS!! BRING 
HiM TO ME BEFORE I BLAST 
YOU INTO ATOMS !! 


MCCOY 15 IN 
THE SECOND 
STAGE OF CELLULAR 


MADE HIM--H- HUMAN! 


OH... MY...-DEAR..- 
LORD! STS AANKLY 
LOOK WHAT THEY'VE 
DONE TO HiIM!! 
THANK HEAVEN 
HE'S STILL 


ALIVE! 


PLEASE-- NO VIOLENCE! 
I'LL EXPLAIN EVERY- 
THING! JUST DON'T 
HARM THE BOY! 


THE CHILO HAS NOTHING 
TO WORRY ABOUT-- 


/ OH...-NO! 
WHY DID YOu 
DO IT, MAN? 


CALM DOWN-- T'LL TRY TO EXPLAIN. 
A FEW YEARS AGO I WAS THE HEAD 
GENETICIST AT THE BRAND CORPORA- 
TION-- UNTIL THE DAY THE BOY 
WONDER HANK MCCOY WAS HIRED. 
HE WAS ATTEMPTING TO ISOLATE 
THE CHEMICAL CAUSE OF MUTATION. 


"ALONG WITH SOME STRONG- 
ARM MEN, I MADE A BOTCHED 
TRY AT PURLOINING THE FOR- 
MULA, SOMEHOW, I'M NOT 


“MY REWARD FOR FAILURE 
WAS COPPER- JACKETED. 
THEY SHOT ME IN COLD 
BLOOD!" 


FORMING HIM INTO HIS 
FORMER, FURRY ANTHROPOID 
FORM." 


‘I,ON THE OTHER HAND, WAS ATTEMPTING TO STEAL a 


\ 
THAT SECRET FOR THE CRIMINAL ORGANIZATION, THE & 
SECRET EMPIRE." : 


“THE AGENTS DUMPED MY BODY INA 
ROADSIDE DITCH, LITTLE KNOWING 
THAT MY WOUNDS WERE NOT FATAL," 


“WITH MY NEW JOB HERE AT RYAN, T 
SETTLED INTO MY SECOND CHANCE IN 
LIFE WITH MY SON, UNTIL-- THAT DAY! 
ON HIS ELEVENTH BIRTHOAY--\T BEGAN! 
HE WAS A MUTANT, AND AS HIS POWERS 
MANIFESTED, (T DISFIGURED HIM TERRI- 
BLY AND LEFT HIM MUTE!) 


“EVENTUALLY, I WAS DISCOVERED 

AND TAKEN TO A HOSPITAL UNDER A 

‘JOHN DOE' NAME. WHILE TWAS RE- 

COVERING, THE SECRET EMPIRE WAS 

DESTROYED! THE TRUTH OF MY 

GRIMES DIED WITH THEM. TWAS A 
FREE MAN !/ 


“TWAS DETERMINED TO MAKE Hi 
NORMAL AGAIN! I WITHDREW TO MY 
LABORATORY, ALWAYS KEEPING ARTHUR 
HIDDEN, TO CONDUCT MY EXPERIMENTS. 
TOWER WAS ONE OF THE VOLUNTEERS, 
RECRUITED BY RYAN AT SOME EXPENSE, 


TO BE TESTED FOR HIS MUTANT ABILITIES, 
| 


MERCENARY AND INSTRUCTED HIM TO 

BRING MCCOY TO ME, I HAD REACHED AN 

(IMPASSE AND MSCOY WAS THE ONLY ONE 

L KNEW THAT COULD PROVIDE ME WITH 
THE ANSWERS." 


Pai 
PAI 


THE DAY FINALLY CAME TO BEGIN MY 

LIFE ANEW! MY SON, ARTHUR, REJOINED 

ME AS T BEGAN MY NEW LIFE. HIS 

DEAR MOTHER DIED MANY YEARS BE- 

FORE. HE WAS ALL THAT I HAD IN THIS 
WORLD," 


“THE REST, I BELIEVE YOU KNOW. TOWER 
TRACKED HIM TO NEW YORK AND KIONAP- 
ED HIM, AFTER HE COMPLETED HIS 
TASK L CALLED THE MUTANT INVESTIGA- 
TORS, X-FACTOR, IN ORDER TO REMOVE 
ANY CLUES I MIGHT HAVE LEFT, BUT-- 


--\T SEEMS CYCLOPS! THERE'LL L AGREE. THOSE ‘x M2 YOu'RE RIGHT. GET HANK 
THAT YOU Be TIME TO DEAL SECURITY GUYS READY TO MOVE. WHEN 
GOT TO HIM WITH HIM LATER, WILL BE HERE 4 THEY GET HERE, I'LL HOLD 
BEFORE WE'VE GOT TO GET ANY SECOND z THEM UNTIL YOU'RE 
X-FACTOR OUT OF HERE AND NOw! SAFELY AWAY! 

COULD RE- GET HANK TO 

MONE HIM MEDICAL AID! 

FROM THE 


CYCLOPS, \F 
YOU THINK 
=. YOU'RE GOING 
1 PICTURE! ~ TO SACRIFICE 
ae YOURSELF -- 


ARTHUR! ! 


~/ 
(T'S TOO LATE! 
WHAT'S 


pes WHAT DO YOU MEAN 2 
SECURITY HAS ‘ 
WRONG 2! 


REACHED THE THIS LEVEL (S 
LOWER LEVEL ! WE'RE CLASSIFIED AS 
ALL DOOMED NOW! 


SUDDENLY -- 
TOP-SECRET! THEY'LL 


\ | 
vA. 
| 


‘ SHOOT TO KILL! THEY 
eee WON'T STOP TO ASK 
4 y g QUESTIONS! 


YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND! THEY WON'T LISTEN. VE ! LOOK--TH 
I'VE BEEN CONDUCTING THESE EXPERIMENTS 4 Bo uaAzaRG ESCAPE pin iaia 
CLANDESTINELY! ONCE THEY FIND OUT--T'M THAT LEADS OUTSIDE THE COMPOUND, 
FINISHED! (F YOU ENGAGE THEM, THEY'LL IF THEY KNOW We’'RE IN (T, SECURITY 
SHOOT ANYONE WHO LOOKS LIKE A WILL SEAL THE EXIT BEFORE YOU 

MUTANT! THEY'LL KILL MAY SON !! CAN GET OUT! 


YOU GO! T‘LL STAY HERE AND DELAY THEM AS LONG AS I'VE FAILED AGAIN -- AND 
POSSIBLE! PLEASE-- PROTECT MY SON! THAT'S ALL I ASK! I KNOW THE PRICE OF 
a —— Ae paas 


YOUR SON = 


FAILURE, ALL TOO WELL. 


WILL BE = Ny GOODBYE... 
sare with [Ay * oe \ MY SON | 
US, DOCTOR, 


(in ee 
HURRY, EVERYONE | a WHAT (6 (T, 
ev . 
LG SCOTT, ARE WE GOING TOY ee 
LET HIM GET AWAY WITH JT Oe 
WHAT HE'S DONE 2 


MANHATTAN. 


Jal d Lk. _ La q hh i \ 


Vy Ae Se ee ee 


SS 2) 


AS MORNING BEGINS FOR MOST 
RESIDENTS, THE ONES THAT DWELL 

IN THE X-FACTOR FACILITY CONTINUE 
A WGI THAT HAS ENOURED THROUGH 


THE NIGHT. 


NOT THAT SLEEP HAS EVER 
COME EASILY TO SCOTT 
SUMMERS. 


a ao aes 


FACE IT, SUMMERS! THINGS 
WITH YOU GO FROM BAD TO 
WORSE! MY WIFE WALKS OUT 


MORE SUSPICIOUS OF ME, AND 
NOW, MY BEST FRIEND (5 
LYING IN A COMA! IF ONLY 
I KNEW WHAT TO DO! 


IT'S TIME WE HAD A TALK, 
MISTER SUMMERS! I'M 
TOO TIRED TO BEAT 


AROUND THE BUSH! 


—<—— 


a ay 


| : =e 


I'VE ALREADY LOST MADELYNE! 
IF I TELL JEAN THE TRUTH -- 
WILL I LOSE HER AS WELL? 
I SHOULD HAVE TOLD HER 
FROM THE START! WILL SHE 

EVER BE ABLE TO TRUST 

ME, KNOWING I WITHHELD 
THE TRUTH FROM HER? 


THE SPECIALIST CAMERON FOUND 
1S OBSERVING HIM AROUND THE 
CLOCK! ARTHUR [5 SLEEPING, 
FINALLY! THE POOR KID WAS 
PRETTY SHAKEN-UP. 


SCOTT, I KNOW THIS 

IS A BAD TIME, BUT 
PLEASE STOP EVADING 

MY QUESTIONS, I WANT 
TO KNOW WHY YOU'RE SO 
DISTANT FROM ME! WHY 
AREN'T YOU WITH US WATCH- 
ING HANK? WHY DO You 

INSIST ON BEING ALONE? 


I LOVE YOU. I ALWAYS HAVE-- SINCE 
WE WERE CHILDREN! I WANT US BACK, 
LIKE (T WAS BEFORE I DISAPPEARED. 
BUT I’M A BIG GIRL, I CAN TAKE BAD 
NEWS. BUT YOU HAVE TO TELL ME, 
SCOTT. YOU'VE GOT TO BE HONEST. 


FORM THE WORDS sae 
Bae Dlg 


) i 
== 
SCOTT: SEAN! 

COME TO THE 

MED-LAB! 
QUICKLY! 


HARD TO SAY, MY EXPERIENCE 
IN MUTANT PHYSIOLOGY IS WA lg 
RATHER LIMITED. HE | 
SEEMS REASONABLY 
“WEALTHY. 


SY” PLEASE, 
MUFFLEGARBBLGLAB... Jq MR. MCCOY? 


HE'S CONSCIOUS, 
GUYS! HE'S GOING 
TO MAKE (T! 


WILL YOU LOOK HA, HA! I DON'T 
KAT THAT?! 


BELIEVE IT! 


WEL 


KIND OF LIKEA \ 


! + DON'T CARE HOW HE 
ROADIE FORTHE | { LOOKS! sUST AS LONG J 
“TALKING HEADS}! A( 4 


\F YOU ASK ME! 


=e 
Y / 
~~ 


wl 


al 


NEXT + 
ISSUE* 


L 
COMPANIONS-- 


/ wart untic us. 
{ ‘Gieterieno  } 
SCOPES THIS 


A MINUTE LATER-- | MUFFLEGARBLGLAB 
PLEASE, MISTER MCCOY! 
ALLOW ME TO REMOVE 
YOUR DRESSING BEFORE 
YOU ATTEMPT TO 
SPEA 


ia 


VA 


, {han LL, ie 


